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FUNERAL  SERVICES 

L 

HELD  IN  THE 


|S  ALT  J^AKE  Jk SSEMBLY  ALL, 


Over  the  Remains  of  the  late 

ELDER  ¥.  C.  STAINES, 

Friday,  August  5,  1881. 


The  funeral  services  over  the  mortal  remains  of  the  late 
Elder  W.  C.  Staines,  who  died  on  Wednesday  evening, 
August  3rd,  took  place  in  the  Salt  Lake  Assembly  Hall, 
at  three  o’clock  this  (Friday)  afternoon.  There  was  a large 
attendance  of  the  general  public  present  on  the  occasion. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  services,  the  body  was 
viewed  by  nearly  all  present,  the  coffin,  which  was  artistically 
decorated  with  flowers,  having  been  placed  in  front  of  the 
stand  for  this  purpose.  Professor  Haynes  rendered  several 
excellent  pieces  of  music  on  the  organ  while  the  viewing 
of  the  body  was  in  process.  The  remains  were  enclosed  in  a 
magnificient  walnut  coffin,  and  the  plate  thereon  simply  stated 
the  date  of  death  and  age  of  the  deceased. 

There  were  present  on  the  stand,  Joseph  F.  Smith,  of  the 
First  Presidency;  John  Henry  Smith,  of  the  Twelve  Apostles; 
Counselor  I).  FI.  Wells;  President  Angus  M.  Cannon  and 
Counselor  H.  0.  Calder,  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Stake; 
Bishop  Edward  Hunter  and  Counselors  L.  W.  Hardy  and  II. 
T.  Burton;  President  Horace  S.  Eldredge;  Bishops  A.  C. 
Pyper,  Lorenzo  B.  Young,  E.  H.  Woolley  and  John  Sharp, 
and  others. 
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The  services  were  conducted  by  President  A.  M.  Cannon. 

The  exercises  were  commenced  by  the  choir  singing  a hymn, 
after  which  Bishop  L.  W.  Hardy  offered  the  following 
Prayer : 

“Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  we  have  assembled  here 
this  afternoon  to  pay  our  last  respects  to  one  of  our  brethren 
who  has  passed  away  from  this  stage  of  action,  and  we  ask  thee, 
our  Heavenly  Father,  to  let  thy  Holy  Spirit  rest  down  upon 
us  and  brood  over  us  while  we  are  thus  assembled. 

“We  thank  thee,  our  Heavenly  Father,  for  the  blessings 
of  thy  holy  gospel,  and  for  the  light  and  intelligence  thou 
hast  given  us  through  the  same.  We  thank  thee  for  the 
privelege  we  have  had  in  gathering  to  these  peaceful  vales, 
where  we  can  worship  thee,  the  Lord  our  God,  and  be 
instructed  in  the  things  that  pertain  to  life  eternal.  We 
thank  thee  for  every  expression  of  thy  goodness  unto  us, 
and  for  the  privelege  we  have,  when  our  brethren  and  our 
sisters  pass  away,  of  laying  them  carefully  in  the  tomb,  to 
come  forth  in  the  morning  of  the  first  resurrection,  those 
who  have  been  faithful  to  the  high  and  holy  calling  whereunto 
they  have  been  called. 

“We  pray  that  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  rest  upon  us  while  we 
are  thus  assembled  together ; that  we  may  sympathize  with 
those  who  are  called  upon  to  mourn  on  this  occasion ; that  we 
may  be  able  to  give  comfort  and  consolation,  by  the  power  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  all  who  are  here  assembled. 

“Let  thy  Holy  Spirit  rest  upon  the  bereaved  family,  or 
families,  that  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  beloved  brother, 
who  has  taken  his  departure  from  this  to  a better  world. 

“We  thank  thee,  our  Father,  for  the  many  blessing  that  he 
enjoyed  while  upon  the  earth  We  thank  thee  that  thou  didst 
watch  over  and  protect  him  for  so  many  years  while  laboring 
for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Those  that 
came  here  from  afar,  thy  servant  has  been  faithful  in  providing 
for,  and  in  making  them  comfortable,  for  which  labors  we 
pray  that  he  may  receive  a just  reward  in  thy  presence. 

“Thou  hast  seen  his  labors,  and  hath  strengthened  and 
sustained  him  through  many  difficulties  here  on  this  thine 
earth.  He  hath  seen  hard  times,  but  was  willing  to  endure  all 
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for  the  sake  of  gaining  the  crown  of  glory  promised  to  thy 
faithful  children.  Wilt  thou  bless  all  the  actions  of  this  thy 
servant,  and  wilt  thou  bless  his  family, and  especially  would  we 
ask  thee  to  bless  her  who  is  prevented  from  being  here  this  day 
by  sickness.  Clothe  her  with  the  power  of  God  as  with  a 
garment.  Preserve  her  life,  our  Father,  that  she  may  be  long 
spared  to  do  good  on  the  earth. 

“Bless  those  who  have  assembled  here  this  day  to  pay  the 
respects  due  to  this  our  beloved  brother.  He  hath  left  land- 
marks behind  him  that  will  ever  keep  him  in  the  remembrance 
of  thy  people.  His  spirit  hath  returned  to  thee  who  gave 
it;  he  hath  fought  the  good  fight  and  kept  the  faith  and  is 
now  prepared  for  a higher  glory. 

‘ ‘Let  thy  peace  and  blessing  rest  upon  those  who  shall  speak 
to  us  this  day,  that  they  may  speak  words  of  comfort  and 
consolation  to  all  who  are  assembled.  And  prepare  us,  our 
Father,  that  we  may  be  able  to  live  as  faithfully  as  this  thy 
servant  hath  done. 

“We  dedicate  this  meeting,  ourselves  and  all  we  have  and 
are  unto  thee,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Another  hymn  having  been  sung  by  the  choir, 

PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  F.  SMITH 
arose  to  deliver  the  funeral  discourse.  Pie  said: 

“It  is  by  special  request  that  I arise  to  express  my  feelings 
on  the  present  occasion.  If  it  would  avail  any  thing  to 
mourn  I should  feel  to  become  one  of  the  mourners ; but  we 
have  no  occasion  to  mourn,  only  for  the  present  or  temporal 
loss  of  the  society  of  our  friend  and  brother,  whose  spirit  has 
fled  from  its  earthly  tabernacle  and  returned  unto  God  from 
whence  it  came.  Yet  there  is  room  for  regret  that  one  whose 
life  has  been  so  useful,  and  who  has  been  so  earnest  and  so 
industrious  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  should  have  been  unable 
to  remain  with  us  longer. 

“Brother  Staines  is,  comparatively  speaking,  only  a young 
man.  He  would  have  had  many  years  longer  to  live  to  have 
reached  the  age  allotted  to  man,  during  which  time,  we  may 
suppose  that  there  would  have  been  a great  field  for  his  labors 
and  for  his  continued  faithfulness  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  it  has  pleased  God  to  suffer  him  to  take  his  departure 
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from  us,  and  now  the  duty  which  remains  for  us  to  do  is  to 
place  his  earthly  remains  in  their  last  resting  place,  there  to 
await  the  sound  of  the  trump  of  God,  that  shall  call  him 
forth  from  the  dust  to  life  evermore,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  blessings,  privileges  and  promises  that  have  been  pro- 
nounced upon  his  head  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  that 
priesthood  which  God  has  restored  to  the  earth  in  its  fullness 
in  this  dispensation. 

“It  is  sometimes  usual  to  dwell  upon  the  character  and  life 
of  the  dead  on  occasions  like  this.  It  is  not,  however,  in  any 
sense  required  of  me  to  extol  the  virtues  and  the  worth  of  a 
brother  who  has  won  the  universal  respect,  love  and  confi- 
dence, of  all  who  knew  him.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that 
from  the  time  I first  remember  Brother  Wm.  C.  Staines  until 
the  present  I have  never  known  him  to  waver  from  that 
which  was  right.  I can  remember  him  ever  since  I was  a 
child.  I have  always  loved  and  respected  him,  always  had 
the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity,  honor,  and  in  every 
attribute  of  his  character.  He  was  a man  who  could  be  loved 
and  respected  by  all,  and  against  whom  even  the  worst  enemies 
of  this  people  could  find  no  fault  save  it  be  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
and  a consistent  believer  in  the  gospel  and  in  the  divine  mis- 
sion of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  And  when  this  is  said, 
it  is  the  worst,  that  I know  of,  that  can  possibly  be  said 
against  Brother  Staines  even  by  his  enemies. 

“But  the  object  of  these  funeral  services  is  not  so  much  to 
dwell  upon  the  character,  life  and  conduct  of  him,  to  whom 
we  have  met  to  show  our  respect,  as  to  reflect  upon  the  prin- 
ciples which  pertain  to  life  and  death,  as  we  understand  them 
in  this  world  or  as  they  have  been  revealed  unto  us. 

“We  know  a few  things  in  this  life  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a doubt.  We  have  a sensible,  an  actual  knowledge  of  our 
human  existence  in  the  world.  We  know  that  our  lives  are 
short  and  that  one  by  one  we  pass  away  from  this  stage  of 
existence,  as  one  by  one  we  came  upon  it.  And  we  futher 
know  that  every  soul  who  bears  the  image  of  God  in  the  flesh, 
who  has  been  born  into  the  world,  will  have  to  pass  through 
the  ordeal  which  we  call  the  temporal  death.  There  is  no 
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escape  for  any  from  this  ordeal.  Every  soul  that  has  been 
born  into  the  world  will  have  to  pass  through  the  ordeal  that 
Brother  Staines  has  passed  through.  Every  man  that  lives 
will  die.  We  know  this;  nothing  can  be  surer  than  this  to  us. 
It  needs  no  special  revelation  to  convince  us  of  these  facts, 
for  they  are  patent  before  us  almost  every  day  of  our  lives. 
And  if  we  remain  upon  the  earth  to  the  longest  period  allotted 
to  man,  still,  when  we  look  back  through  the  period  of  that 
existence  we  will  come  to  the  conclusion,  when  it  is  about  at 
an  end,  that  the  longest  time  allotted  to  man  in  this  life  is  but 
a brief  span,  which  is  filled  with  sorrow,  disappointment, 
anxiety,  care,  toil,  heart-ache,  disease,  weakness  and  afflic- 
tions of  various  kinds,  to  which  we  are  all  subject.  So  that 
there  is  very  little  enjoyment,  comparatively  speaking,  to  be 
had  in  this  present  life.  The  greater  portion  of  it  is  made 
up  of  disappointment,  anxiety,  toil  and  trouble,  and  by  far 
the  smallest  portion  of  it  is  of  real  happiness  and  enjoyment. 

“I  have  sometimes  thought  that  were  it  not  for  the  gospel, 
so  far  as  I am  personally  concerned,  I would  see  nothing  in 
the  world  to  live  for,  nothing  which  procures  or  brings  to  me 
any  permanent  joy  or  satisfaction.  If  I did  not  realize  that 
there  was  something  beyond  what  we  see,  and  experience 
daily  in  the  flesh,  if  I were  not  satisfied  that  there  was  a 
hereafter  and  that  God  rules  and  will  continue  to  rule  in  the 
midst  of  all  His  creations,  and  that  I,  in  connection  with  my 
fellow  beings,  am  His  child  and  therefore  an  heir  to  certain 
blessings  and  to  certain  promises  that  have  been  made  to  the 
faithful,  I could  see  nothing  in  this  life  for  which  to  live. 
The  world  to  me  would  be  a blank  were  it  not  for  the  gospel 
and  for  the  hopes  that  are  inspired  within  my  soul  through 
faith  in  the  promises  of  God  to  His  children  npon  the  earth. 

‘ ‘There  are  many  things  besides  those  which  we  can  see, 
hear  and  handle.  There  is  the  spirit  of  man.  We  read  in 
the  scriptures  that,  ‘there  is  a spirit  in  man:  and  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  Almighty  giveth  them  understanding.’  The 
spirit  is  not  discernable  by  the  natural  eyes,  it  is  not  tangible 
to  the  mortal  touch.  We  can  not  hear  or  discern  the  spirit 
by  the  mortal  sense,  unaided  by  the  power  of  God.  We  are 
of  the  earth  earthy,  so  far  as  pertains  to  our  tabernacles. 
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They  are  of  this  world,  they  belong  to  this  world,  for  they 
had  an  origin  here  and  they  will  have  a finale  here  in  mortality. 
And  yet  it  will  not  be  a final  end  to  the  body,  for  the  promise 
is  that  this  tabernacle  which  the  spirit  occupies  will  again  be 
brought  forth  from  death  and  the  grave  to  immortality  and  to 
the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life ; and  the  spirits  that  now  occupy 
these  tabernacles  will  eventually  in  the  way  that  God  lias 
ordained,  become  reunited  with  the  body  and  become  immor- 
tal ; subject  no  more,  as  it  is  positively  laid  down  in  the  word 
of  God,  to  dissolution. 

“Now,  in  this  world  we  have  to  do  particularly  with  that 
which  is  finite,  temporal  and  mortal.  But  there  is  an  inscrut- 
able union  between  that  which  is  temporal  and  that  which  is 
spiritual,  and  when  the  spiritual  and  temporal  are  separated 
the  temporal  perishes,  but  the  spiritual  part  survives;  it  per- 
ishes not,  it  can  not  perish,  for  it  is  indestructible  ; spirit  can 
not  be  destroyed.  The  spirit  of  man  cannot  be  destroyed; 
the  spirit  of  man  is  immortal. 

“Now  what  is  immortality?  What  do  we  understand  by  an 
immortal  being?  We  understand,  or  at  least  I understand— - 
I will  express  my  own  understanding  in  relation  to  this  matter: 
My  understanding  is  that  that  which  is  immortal  cannot  die 
or  be  destroyed;  for  if  that  which  is  immortal  could  be  de- 
stroyed, extinguished  or  annihilated,  what  better  would  it  be 
than  the  mortal?  We  know  that  there  are  some  things  that 
we  call  elements,  that  are  as  eternal  and  as  indestructible  as 
we  understand  the  spirit  of  man  and  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be. 
We  may  take  certain  substances  and  consume  them,  but  the 
elements  composing  those  substances  are  not  thus  annihilated. 
We  may  change  their  condition,  but  the  same  elements  exist, 
only  in  another  form.  So  with  all  the  elements  which  are 
connected  with  this  earth,  with  which  we  come  in  contact  every 
day  of  our  lives,  which  even  the  philosophy  of  men  have 
proven  to  be  indestructible  and  eternal;  for  although  they 
may  be  changed  from  one  form  to  another  they  can  not  be 
destroyed.  This  is  an  evidence  which  goes  to  substantiate  the 
fact  that  there  is  something  that  pertains  to  the  life  of  man, 
is  a substance— not  an  “immaterial  substance,”  (for  that 
would  be  a contradiction)  but  a refined  material  substance, 
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with  which  we  are  but  partially  acquainted,  in  fact  with  which 
we  may  say  we  are  scarcely  acquainted  at  all — which  is 
essential  to  the  existence  of  man.  And  that  principle,  or  that 
spirit,  that  materiality,  that  refined  ethereal  substance,  has 
an  organization,  has  form,  has  intelligence,  has  power  and 
knowledge;  for  it  is  from  that  that  we  receive  the  knowledge, 
the  intelligence,  the  wisdom,  the  light,  the  power  and  the 
vitality  that  we  possess. 

“It  was  not  my  intention  or  design  to  enter  into  argument  in 
relation  to  the  existence  of  the  spirit,  the  immortal  part  of 
man.  To  my  mind  there  is  no  question  on  this  point.  To 
me  it  is  as  clear  as  my  earthly  existence,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  be  otherwise,  that  it  is  this  immortal  part,  con- 
nected with  the  temporal  part,  that  gives  life  and  animation 
to  man  and  that  makes  us  what  we  are.  Take  away 
the  spirit,  and  the  body  is  dead.  The  body  is  of  the  earth, 
and  it  will  return  to  the  earth  from  whence-it  came,  while  the 
spirit  is  not  of  the  earth  but  is  of  God  and  is  immortal  and 
can  not  be  destroyed,  neither  can  it  be  buried  in  the  earth. 

“Now,  there  have  been  some  things  revealed  in  relation  to 
the  spirit  of  man.  We  read  here  in  the  revelations  that  have 
come  to  us  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  in  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  that  at 
the  separation  of  the  body  and  the  spirit,  the  spirit  of 
man  returns  again  to  God  from  whence  it  came.  And  when 
it  returns  unto  God  that  spirit  receives  a partial  judgment,  not 
the  final  judgment,  but  a partial  judgment  at  the  hand  of 
God.  If  that  spirit  has  occupied  upon  this  earth  a taber- 
nacle, and  in  their  united  condition  they  have  been  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  God,  have  observed  the  commandments  of  the 
Almighty  have  received  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  them  in  the  world  and  have  been  faithful  and 
true  to  the  light  and  intelligence  that  they  received  from  the 
hand  of  God,  then,  as  it  is  laid  down  here  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  the  spirit  of  that  righteous  man  or  woman  is  received 
in  a place  which  is  called  ‘paradise’.  It  is  discribed  as  ‘a  state 
of  happiness’  a state  of  rest,  a state  of  peace,  where  there  is 
no  sorrow  and  no  anguish,  but  where  the  spirits  enjoy  perfect 
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happiness  and  are  contented  and  satisfied  until  the  time  shall 
come  when  they  shall  take  up  their  tabernacles  again  and 
thus  complete  the  mission  upon  which  they  have  been  sent  to 
the  world. 

“Now,  in  the  first  place,  every  person  who  has  received  a 
tabernacle  in  this  world  has  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  the  joy,  happiness  and  exaltation  of  him  or  herself; 
that  is,  the  spirit  that  takes  a tabernacle  in  the  world  takes  it 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  its  happiness  and  perfecting  its 
being,  whether  it  be  male  or  female. 

“We  had  an  identity  before  we  came  here,  as  did  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  and  is  the  great  prototype 
of  the  spirits  and  bodies  of  men;  and  all  men  are  fore-ordained 
and  predestined  to  be  conformed  unto  the  image  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  “For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he 
did  also  predestineate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firstborn  among  many  breth- 
ren” ( Romans  viii.  29).  Therefore,  Jesus,  in  His  prior 
existence,  as  well  as  in  His  existence  upon  this  earth,  and  in 
His  existence  subsequent  to  His  death  and  resurrection  from 
the  grave,  is  the  true  type  of  the  existence  of  all  men  before 
they  came  here,  after  they  came  here,  and  after  they  leave  this 
stage  of  action,  so  far  as  man  complies  with  the  laws  of  God 
and  attains,  through  obedience,  his  high  destiny.  Jesus,  in 
other  words,  has  pursued  the  path  that  we  have  got  to  pursue, 
both  prior  to  taking  a body  and  subsequent  to  taking  a body. 
He  is  an  example  to  all  men  in  the  flesh,  and  He  has  set  that 
example  that  we  may  follow  in  His  footsteps,  that  we  may 
receive  the  same  reward,  the  same  glory  and  exaltation  that 
He  will  receive ; in  other  words,  that  we  may  become  His 
brethren,  and  joint-heirs  with  Him  to  the  blessings  of  God. 
Consequently,  as  Jesus  died,  so  shall  we  die ; that  is,  as  He 
passed  through  the  portal  of  death,  so  shall  we  pass  through 
the  same.  As  he  was  born  of  woman,  so  were  we.  As  He 
was  resurrected,  so  shall  we  be.  As  fie  was  after  the  resur- 
rection, so  will  we  be;  and  as  He  is,  so  will  we  be  if  we  keep 
His  commandments  and  do  the  works  that  He  did.  Therefore 
we  have  an  example  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  all  things 
that  pertain  to  our  existence  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to 
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come.  And  as  He  had  an  existence  and  showed  Himself  from 
time  to  time  to  the  prophets  and  inspired  men  prior  to  His 
being  born  of  woman,  so  we  had  an  existence  and  might,  per- 
haps, if  there  had  been  any  occasion  for  it,  have  shown  our- 
selves to  holy  men  and  prophets  and  inspired  persons,  who 
might  have  had  a prior  existence  upon  this  earth  to  ourselves 
and  then  subsequently  came  like  those  that  preceded  us  and 
taken  unto  ourselves  tabernacles  in  the  flesh,  dwelt  in  the 
flesh,  and  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  death  as  Jesus  did 
and  come  up  in  the  resurrection  in  the  due  time  of  the  Lord, 
as  He  did,  and  have  the  same  identity  that  we  have  now,  as 
J esus  retained  His  identity. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  some  difference  between  the  Savior 
and  ourselves  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  body  in  the 
grave.  He  was  not  suffered  to  see  corruption,  which  was  in 
fulfilment  of  the  law  of  God  concerning  Him.  Now  there  is 
a law  of  God  concerning  us,  which  will  produce  precisely  the 
same  final  results,  for  it  is  said  in  the  scriptures  that  it  shall 
come  to  pass  that  there  shall  be  those  who  shall  be  changed  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye ; they  shall  not  see  corruption ; they 
will  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  death,  but  their  bodies  shall 
not  be  suffered  to  see  corruption  or  to  decay  and  return  to 
mother  earth;  but  they  shall  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  death, 
their  spirits  will  re-occupy  or  re-possess  their  bodies,  and  they 
will  become  immortal  and  eternal  without  having  to  return  to 
dust.  So  that  those  who  are  permitted  to  live  until  that  time 
shall  come,  shall  enjoy  the  same  privilege  that  Jesus  enjoyed, 
to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  death  and  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead  without  seeing  corruption.  But  the  great  majority, 
indeed,  we  may  say  the  whole  world,  are  suffered  to  return  to 
the  earth  from  whence  they  came,  for  this  is  the  decree 
and  the  other  is  the  exception.  We  will  perhaps  see  cor- 
ruption when  we  pass  away. 

“Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  body  of  Jesus  had  been 
suffered  to  see  corruption,  the  result  of  His  resurrection  from 
the  dead  would  have  been  precisely  the  same  as  it  was.  His 
body  would  have  come  forth  bearing  the  same  identity  as  it 
bore  when  it  was  laid  down.  And,  I suppose,  it  will  be  just 
so  with  you  and  me. 
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“I  expect  to  see  Brother  Staines,  if  I am  privileged  to  come 
forth  in  the  morning  of  the  first  resurrection,  clothed  with 
immortality  and  eternal  life,  as  Brother  Staines  will  be  privi- 
leged— I expect  to  see  Brother  Staines  come  forth  from  the 
grave  just  as  he  was  laid  down.  Now,  let  me  endeavor  to 
explain  this  as  I understand  it.  We  lay  away  the  body  of 
Brother  Staines  in  the  grave.  It  will  not  develop  nor  advance 
there;  and  those  limbs  of  his  which  were  injured  by  accident 
in  this  world  will  not  become  straightened  in  the  grave,  for 
there  is  no  change  to  perfection  there.  “As  the  tree  falls, 
so  it  lies” — that  pertains  to  the  body;  it  has  no  reference  to 
the  spirit,  for  the  spirit  does  not  fall ; it  is  the  body  that  falls, 
and  the  body  we  liken  to  the  tree  that  fell.  Therefore,  as  the 
tree  falls,  so  it  shall  lie ; and  so  it  shall  moulder  away.  It  will 
not  become  perfect,  it  cannot  be  made  perfect,  in  the  grave. 
Well,  then,  when  can  it  be  made  perfect?  Is  Brother  Staines 
to  remain  always  the  creature  of  accident,  or  subject  to  the 
consequences  of  accident  throughout  the  countless  ages  of 
eternity?  No;  not  by  any  means.  When  he  receives  his 
immortal  body,  when  his  body  is  perfected,  when  every  joint 
is  restored  to  its  joint,  every  bone  to  its  bone,  and  the  flesh 
where  it  belongs,  the  sinews,  the  skin  and  every  part  of  the 
body  in  its  proper  place — when  this  shall  take  place  we  shall 
see  Brother  Staines  as  he  would  have  been  if  no  accident  had 
ever  befallen  him  in  this  world.  He  will  not  be  subject  to 
deformity  as  we  knew  him  in  the  flesh,  and  yet  when  he  wakes 
up  in  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  will  he  not  wake  up  as  he 
was  laid  down — the  same  Brother  Staines?  When  will  take 
place  the  change  necessary  to  make  him  what  he  ought  to  be? 

“Now,  I speak  of  this  because  we  are  all  familiar  with  the 
form  of  Brother  Staines.  I have  known  him  for  a long  time. 

I can  remember  him  from  the  time  that  I was  very  young. 
He  was  always  the  same  so  far  as  I can  remember.  And  when  I 
come  up  with  him  in  the  resurrection— that  is,  if  I have  that 
privilege,  and  I trust  I will — I expect  to  see  the  same  man  with 
whom  I associated  in  the  flesh.  Then,  by  the  power  of  the  res- 
toration that  Giod  will  wield  for  the  perfection  of  the  just,  I 
expect  Brother  Staines  will  become  perfect  in  form,  perfect  in 
limb,  perfect  in  joint  and  perfect  in  stature.  But  that  is  the 
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work  of  the  restoration,  which  does  not  take  place  in  the 
grave.  (See  Alma,  Book  of  Mormon,  chapter  XL.  verse  23.) 

Joseph  Smith  declared  that  we  will  take  up  our  children  as 
we  lay  them  dowu.  They  do  not  grow  to  be  men  and  women 
in  the  grave.  If  they  did,  when  they  came  up  in  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection  we  would  not  know  them.  It  is  nowhere 
revealed,  that  I know  anything  about — although  it  has  been 
extorted  into  a belief  by  some— that  children  will  always 
remain  children  after  the  resurrection  from  the  dead. 

“With  the  little  knowledge  that  I have  in  relation  to  these 
matters,  and  with  the  little  that  I have  heard  respecting  this 
subject,  there  is  nothing  revealed  in  the  Bible,  in  the  Book  ot 
Mormon,  in  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  nor  in  the 
discourses  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  that  declares  that  children 
will  always  remain  children.  I have  read,  sought  and  desire 
to  know  if  Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet,  ever  declared  that 
children  would  always  remain  children  after  their  resurrection 
from  the  dead,  and  I have  failed  to  find  a single  word  by 
Joseph,  declaring  this  to  be  the  fact.  But  I will  tell  you  upon 
the  authority  of  good  men  who  were  familiar  with  the  Prophet 
Joseph,  and  who  heard  him  teach  upon  this  subject— I will 
tell  you  upon  their  authority  what  he  did  say  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  it  is  this:  He  declared  that  when  children  were  resur- 
rected they  would  come  up  children,  and  then  they  would 
grow  to  the  full  stature  of  their  spirit.  That  is  what  he  did 
say,  whatever  the  stature  of  their  spirit  was,  that  they  would 
grow  to,  and  that  I believe.  That  looks  to  me,  at  least,  as 
consistent  as  it  does  for  the  Lord  Almighty  to  change  the 
body  of  Brother  Staines  from  its  present  deformed  condition 
to  its  perfect  form,  and  lie  will  do  that.  Brothei  Staines 
owes  his  present  maimed  condition  to  accident.  It  was  not 
designed  of  God  that  he  should  be  thus  crippled  and  thus 
made  to  suffer  all  his  life.  He  told  me  once  when  I was  with 
him  upon  a mission  in  Great  Britain  that  he  had  not  drawn  a 
breath  without  pain  for  many  years.  I forget  now  how  many 
years,  but  it  seems  to  me  he  said  for  over  twenty-five  years  he 
had  not  drawn  a single  breath  without  pain. 

“Was  this  the  design  of  God?  Was  it  purposed  by  the 
Almighty  that  this  should  be  his  lot?  No,  it  was  brought 
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about  by  accident,  perhaps  induced  by  the  power  of  the 
destroyer.  As  to  that,  however,  I do  not  pretend  to  say; 
but  it  was  not  according  to  the  design  of  God,  neither  was  it 
according  to  the  laws  of  nature,  for  the  laws  of  nature  had 
been  interrupted.  But  now  we  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
the  things  that  God  designed  shall  be  developed  to  the  fullness, 
and  not  one  hair  of  the  head  shall  be  lost.  Consequently,  I 
expect  that  when  a man  loses  an  arm  or  a leg,  or  is  maimed 
in  any  part  of  his  body,  that,  when  he  comes  forth  in  the 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  he  will  be  made  perfect;  and  I 
see  no  greater  difficulty  for  God  to  develop  the  stature  of 
children  to  the  full  size  of  their  spirit  than  I do  to  straighten 
out  the  broken,  crushed  limbs  of  those  who  have  grown  to 
the  full  stature  of  man. 

“I  do  not  feel  to  weep  or  mourn  for  Brother  Staines.  He 
is  better  off  in  his  present  condition  than  he  was  a few  hours 
ago.  A few  hours  ago  when  I looked  upon  his  countenance 
it  made  my  heart  almost  bleed  to  see  him  suffering  in  his  last 
sickness;  to  see  the  man  whose  mind  had  ever  sparkled  with 
vivacity,  cheerfulness  and  joy,  laid  prostrate  with  disease,  and 
suffering  under  the  power  of  death.  That  grieved  me.  If  I 
could  have  done  anything  to  have  relieved  him  in  his  suffering, 
oh!  how  gladly  I would  have  done  it.  But  I could  not,  it  was 
not  in  my  power.  Now  God  has  relieved  him.  His  sufferings 
are  over.  He  will  draw  an  easy  breath  from  this  time  on. 
There  will  be  no  more  pain  to  afflict  him ; for  I do  think  he 
has  paid  his  debt  in  this  world  if  he  ever  owed  one.  And 
that  spirit,  that  bright,  honest,  honorable,  noble,  manly  spirit 
that  possessed  his  maimed  body  in  this  life  has  gone  to  God 
from  whence  it  came,  full  of  life,  not  dead  nor  dying,  nor 
suffering  with  pain,  but  full  of  life,  rejoicing  that  he  has 
accomplished  his  mission,  and  that  he  has  been  permitted  to 
lay  down  his  body  in  peace  in  the  midst  of  his  friends,  among 
the  people  of  God,  to  be  laid  away  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  await  the 
resurrection  of  the  just. 

‘‘He  has  done  all  that  was  required  of  him  to  the  utmost  of 
his  ability,  and  I am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  God  is  well 
pleased  with  his  labors;  and  I desire  that  it  may  be  as  well 
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with  one  and  all  of  us  as  it  is  with  our  brother,  whose  absence 
from  us  to-day  we  mourn.  That  is  all  we  can  lament  over — 
that  he  is  not  here  with  us,  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and 
life ; that  this  ordeal  had  not  been  postponed  to  later  days,  so 
that  we  might  have  had  the  benefit  of  his  service,  his  influence 
and  intelligence,  and  of  his  faith  among  us  for  our  good. 

“We  have  cause  to  mourn  and  lament  for  our  brother  in  this 
respect ; or  rather  for  ourselves ; but  we  do  not  grieve  for 
Brother  Staines.  He  is  happier  to-day  than  he  could  have 
been  in  this  world;  at  least  I give  this  as  my  judgment  and 
my  faith  respecting  him. 

“Now,  some  things,  as  I have  said,  have  been  revealed,  about 
which  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  doubt.  To  the  mind 
that  is  illumined  by  the  spirit  of  truth  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the 
existence  of  man  in  time  and  in  eternity.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Brother  Staines  will  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  that 
you  and  I and  every  son  and  daughter  of  Adam  will  also  be 
raised  from  the  dead.  G-od  has  declared  it;  angels  have 
declared  it;  prophets  have  written  it;  it  is  recorded  in  the 
Bible,  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  in  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants ; it  is  inscribed  upon  the  hearts  of  those  that 
have  received  the  spirit  of  God.  Every  soul  that  has  a being 
in  this  world  will  come  forth  in  the  resumption  from  the  dead 
to  live  again. 

“What!  the  wicked?  Yes,  the  wicked.  The  ignorant? 
Yes  the  ignorant  as  well  as  the'  learned  and  intelligent. 
Yes,  the  whole  human  family,  the  ignorant  and  the  learned, 
the  good  and  the  bad,  the  black  and  the  white : all  classes,  all 
nations  and  all  people  that  bear  the  image  of  God  in  the 
world  will  be  brought  forth  from  the  grave.  That  is  a revealed 
fact,  and  there  are  tens  of  thousands  that  know  it,  and  there 
are  millions  of  people  who  profess  to  be  Christians  whose  only 
hope  is  in  the  name  of  Jesus  and  in  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead.  Though  they  helieve  it,  yet  they  have  not  the  knowledge 
of  it  by  the  spirit  of  truth. 

“Now,  some  of  us,  at  least,  who  have  received  the  gospel 
and  the  spirit  of  God  not  only  believe  thi3  principle  but  Hod 
has  shown  it  to  us  and  we  know  it  by  the  gift  and  power  of 
the  Holy  G host.  I stand  before  you,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
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as  a witness  of  this  truth.  1 know  we  will  all  be  raised  from 
the  dead.  God  has  shown  this  principle  to  me,  and  if  there 
was  no  Bible,  no  Book  of  Mormon,  and  no  Book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  and  nobody  else  that  knew  about  this  prin- 
ciple, having  received  what  I have  received,  I would  still  know 
it  just  as  well  as  I know  that  I live. 

“But  we  will  not  all  come  forth  in  the  morning  of  the  first 
resurrection.  There  is  a first  resurrection,  and  there  is  a 
morning  of  that  first  resurrection.  Now  if  there  be  a morn- 
ing, may  there  not  be  an  evening  of  the  first  resurrection? 

“Then  after  the  first  resurrection  is  a second  resurrection, 
and  how  many  more  it  has  not  been  revealed  that  I know  of; 
but  this  we  do  know,  it  is  revealed  that  there  is  a first  and  a 

second  resurrection.  . . 

“Now,  the  first  resurrection,  of  which  we  are  speaking,  is 

not  that  resurrection  which  took  place  at  the  time  our  Lord 
and  Savior  arose  from  the  dead,  though  that  was  the  first, 
He  being  the  forerunner,  and  many  of  the  Saints  that  slept 
were  resurrected  with  Jesus.  But  that  is  not  the  morning  of 
the  first  resurrection  that  is  promised  unto  us,  for  the  reason 
that  we  could  not  participate  in  it.  But  there  is  a resurrection 
in  the  future  for  those  that  have  lived  upon  the  earth  since 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  and  those  that  were  resurrected  with 
Him,  and  that  is  called  the  first  resurrection,  of  which  John 
the  Revelator,  who  wrote  ninty-six  years  subsequent  to  the 
death  and  the  resurrection  of  J esus,  declared : ‘Blessed  and 
holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection ; on  such  the 
second  death  hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God 
and  of  Christ  and  shall  reign  with  him  a thousand  years. 

“This  is  the  resurrection  in  which  the  just  will  come  forth, 
as  it  is  promised  upon  their  heads  by  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood,  which  has  been  restored  with  the  gospel  in 
the  dispensation  of  the  fullness  of  times.  It  is  in  this  resur- 
rection that  I expect  Brother  Staines  to  come  forth;  because 
it  was  pronounced  upon  his  head  by  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood  that  he  should  be  clothed  with  glory  and 
eternal  life,  and  all  those  promises  will  be  fulfilled  upon  his 
head,  inasmuch  as  he  has  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the 
holy  gospel. 
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“Now,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  in  conclusion  I will  say  that 
we  have  no  reason  to  mourn  for  such  men  as  Brother  Staines 
when  they  depart  this  life  ; that  is,  so  far  as  they  themselves 
are  concerned.  We  may  miss  them,  grieve  at  the  loss  of  their 
influence  and  their  society  in  the  flesh,  but  this  is  the  most 
we  can  grieve  for.  They  are  happy  and  exalted,  and  they 
will  continue  their  labors  in  the  spirit  world. 

“The  paradise  of  God  is  not  a prison  house  in  which  men 
are  confined  and  kept  in  idleness  until  the  resurrection  of 
their  bodies.  It  is  no  such  place  as  this ; for  we  learn  by  the 
revelations  that  have  come  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
that  the  spirits  of  those  who  have  dwelt  upon  this  earth  can 
minister  and  do  minister  unto  not  only  the  inhabitants  of  this 
earth,  but  unto  the  spirits  of  those  that  have  passed  away 
without  hearing  the  gospel.  By  their  administrations,  the 
gospel  of  eternal  truth  is  carried  to  those  that  are  in  darkness. 

“The  prison  doors  are  opened,  the  gospel  of  liberty  is  carried 
to  them,  by  which  they  may  be  set  free  from  the  chains  of 
darkness  in  which  they  are  placed  by  ignorance,  by  wickedness, 
or  by  disobedience ; as,  for  instance,  was  the  case  with  those 
who  lived  in  the  days  of  Noah.  They  had  the  gospel  preached 
unto  them,  but  they  would  not  believe  it,  and  hence  they 
were  destroyed  and  sent  to  the  ‘prison  house,’  unto  which 
Christ  went  and  proclaimed  liberty  after  his  death. 

“So  it  will  be  with  us.  Those  who  have  been  endowed 
with  the  Holy  Priesthood  in  the  flesh,  when  they  pass  away 
from  this  earth,  will  continue  their  labors  in  administering 
unto  those  that  have  died  without  a knowledge  of  the  gospel. 

Every  son  and  daughter  of  Adam  must  hear  the  sound  of 
the  gospel,  that  they  may  live  according  to  God  in  the  spirit 
and  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh. 

May  God  bless  you  and  bless  the  family  and  immediate 
kindred  and  friends  of  Brother  Staines.  May  he  comfort  their 
hearts  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained,  and  may  the  spirit  of 
God  guide  them  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  wisdom,  and  give 
them  intelligence  and  understanding  to  comprehend  the  way 
of  life  and  walk  in  it,  that  they  may  come  up  in  the  resurrec- 
tion with  Brother  Staines;  that  they  may  be  where  he  is  and 
where  Christ  is ; for  those  who  keep  the  commandments  of 
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God  will  come  up  in  the  morning  of  the  first  resurrection  and 
dwell  with  God  and  His  Christ. 

“May  God  help  us,  therefore,  to  live  our  religion  and  keep 
His  commandments  and  serve  Him  faithfully,  is  my  prayer, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen.” 

The  choir  then  sang  the  hymn: 

“T&rewell,  all  earthly  honors, 

I hid  you  all  adieu,”  etc. 

After  which  Bishop  A.  C.  Pyper  pronounced  the  benediction. 

The  coffin  was  then  carried  to  the  hearse,  and  after  the 
procession  was  formed  the  cortege— which  comprised  some 
twenty  or  thirty  carriages,  containing  the  family  and  most 
intimate  friends  of  the  deceased — slowly  wended  its  way 
to  the  cemetery,  where  the  dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by 
Bishop  John  Sharp. 


DEATH  OF  ELDER  W.  C STAINES. 


{From  the  Deseret  Evening  News , Aug.  4,  1881.) 

Elder  William  C.  Staines,  whose  demise  has  been  sorrow- 
fully anticipated  for  several  days  past,  breathed  his  last  in 
this  world  at  6.20  on  Wednesday  evening.  He  lingered  much 
longer  than  was  considered  possible,  and  though  apparently 
feeble  in  body,  must  have  possessed  a vast  amount  of  natural 
vitality. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Brother  Staines’  health  failed 
while  he  was  in  New  York  attending  to  the  present  season’s  emi- 
gration. ^ It  was  hoped  that  the  change  from  the  heated  atmos- 
phere ol  that  great  city  to  the  bracing  air  of  the  mountains, 
would  serve  to  restore  him  to  his  usual  health.  But  he 
gradually  sank,  being  afflicted  with  an  affection  of  the  throat 
ar‘d  lungs,  and  unable  to  retain  any  nourishment.  He  had 
every  attention  during  his  last  hours  that  could  be  bestowed 
on  any  one,  and  died  peacefully  in  the  midst  of  his  friends 
and  family. 
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William  C.  Staines  was  born  at  Higham  Ferries,  North- 
amptonshire, England,  September  23rd,  1818.  He  heard  the 
gospel  preached  on  his  23rd  birthday,  and  was  baptized  into 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  about  a year 
later.  In  1843,  he  left  his  native  land  for  Nauvoo,  the  home 
of  the  Saints,  where  he  arrived  in  April  of  that  year.  He 
was  always  an  active  member  of  the  Church,  and  when  the 
exodus  took  place  from  Illinois,  he  left  with  the  Saints  for  the 
West,  and  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  “Mormon” 
Batallion  for  Mexico,  he  started  in  Bishop  Miller’s  company 
to  make  the  trip  over  the  plains.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1846. 
They  intended  to  winter  on  G-rand  Island,  but  afterwards  con- 
cluded to  stay  near  a Ponca  Indian  village,  close  to  the  head 
of  the  Running  Water  River.  Here  Brother  Staines  was 
selected  to  go  with  the  Poncas  on  their  winter  hunting  expe- 
dition, and,  though  at  the  time  very  much  afflicted,  he  went 
with  them  and  faithfully  performed  his  mission,  the  partic- 
ulars of  which,  with  accounts  of  remarkable  manifestations  in 
answer  to  prayer,  is  published  in  the  valuable  little  work, 
entitled  “A  String  of  Pearls.” 

Brother  Staines  returned  in  due  season  in  safety  to  the  camp 
of  the  Saints,  and,  crossing  the  plains,  reached  this  valley  Sep- 
tember 14,  1847.  He  subsequently  ’ went  on  a mission  to 
England  laboring  in  the  London  Conference  from  the  fall  of 
1860  till  the  spring  of  1863,  when  he  came  to  New  York  and 
assisted  in  forwarding  the  immigration.  He  acted  in  the  same 
capacity  in  1864  and  1865,  and  was  then  appointed  the  regu- 
lar Emigration  Agent  for  the  Church,  which  position  he  filled 
with  honor  and  ability,  until  released  this  year  on  aocount  of 
ill  health,  as  stated  above. 

He  has  not  only  been  very  useful  in  this  capacity,  having 
forwarded  over  50,000  persons  from  New  York  to  this  place, 
but  he  was  ever  ready  in  public  and  private  to  advocate  and  bear 
testimony  to  the  principles  of  the  latter  day  gospel,  in  which 
he  was  a devout  and  sincere  believer.  He  was  President  of 
the  27th  Quorum  of  Seventies  and  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  his 
office  and  calling,  and  whether  traveling  to  and  from  the  scene 
of  his  special  labors,  at  home  among  his  friends,  or  mingling 
with  the  throngs  of  business  people  in  the  great  cities  of  the 
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country,  his  voice  and  influence  were  always  on  the  side  of  the 
Church  and  Kingdom  of  G-od. 

Elder  Staines  had  the  faculty  of  making  friends  wherever 
he  went.  To  the  railroad  and  steamship  companies  he  was 
as  well  known  as  any  public  man  in  the  land,  and  was  esteemed 
by  all  with  whom  he  had  business  relations,  whether  Jew  or 
Grentile,  Saint  or  sinner.  Previous  to  his  active  labors  in  the 
emigration,  he  was  celebrated  here  for  his  skill  and  taste  in 
horticulture  and  ornamental  gardening,  and  he  did  much 
towards  improving  the  fruit  products  of  the  Territory.  He 
was  a reading,  thinking  man,  of  much  and  varied  information, 
and  being  gifted  with  ready  speech,  he  was  an  interesting  and 
instructive  companion.  A shrewd  business  man,  a kind  and 
affectionate  soul,  a public  spirited  citizen  and  a consistent 
Latter-day  Saint.  He  gained  a name  and  a fame  that  will  live 
in  the  memory  of  hosts  of  people  of  many  and  various  beliefs, 
and  his  record  will  shine  in  the  annals  of  the  Church  in  time 
and  in  eternity. 

The  funeral  services  will  be  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  on 
Friday,  August  5th,  at  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  to  which  the  public 
are  invited.  He  has  gone  to  his  rest  after  a life  of  more  than 
ordinary  usefulness,  and  at  the  age  of  nearly  63  years.  And 
while  we  sympathize  with  his  family  and  relatives,  we  rejoice 
in  the  assurance  that  one  more  noble  spirit  has  passed  safely 
through  the  ordeals  of  this  probation,  has  made  his  calling 
and  election  sure,  will  join  the  spirits  of  the  just  in  the  man- 
sions*of  the  redeemed,  and  will  come  forth  in  the  resurrection 
morn  to  enter  into  the  fullness  of  celestial  glory. 


